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It is outrageous hypocrisy to ignore the Basle Manifesto, as a whole, or its most essential parts, and to iqnote instead I he speeches of leaders, or the resolution^ passed by various parties, which, in the first place, preceded the Basle Congress, secondly, were not the decisions of the parties of the whole world, and thirdly, referred toi various, possible wars, but not to the present war. The essence of the question is the fact thiat the epoch of national wars among the European Great Powers has been superseded by an epoch of imperialist war's among them, and that the Basle Manifesto for the fir'st time had to recognize this fact officially.
It would be a mistake to think that the Basle Manifesto was mere declamation, an official phrase, or an empty threat. That is how those whom the Manifesto exposes would like to interpret it. Bust it would be wrong to do so. The Manifesto is but the result of the great propaganda work carried on throughout the entire epoch of the Second International; it is but a summary of all that the Socialists have disseminated among the masses in the hundreds of thousands of speeches, articles and manifestoes they have delivered and written in all languages. It merely repeats what Jules Guesde, 1for example, wrote in 1899, when he condemned socialist niimsiterialism in the event of war: he wrote of war provoked by the "capitalist pirates'' (En Garde!, p. 175); it merely repeate what Kautsky wrote in 1909 in his Road to Power, where he admitted that the "peaceful" epoch was drawing to & close and that the epoch of wars and revolutions was beginning. To represent the Basle Manifesito as a mere collection of phrases, oo: as a mistake, is tantamount to regarding the whole of the work that Socialists have been conducting for the last twenty-five years as a collection of phrases, or a mistake. The contradiction between, the Mianifesto and its non-application is so intolerable for the opportunists and Kautskyites for the very reason that it reveals the profound contradictions